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Over 3,500 Pounds of Medication Collected
The Evansville Police Department has collected and disposed of 3,542 lbs of unused, unwanted and/
or expired medications since 2011. These medications are now out of our homes, our waters, and the 
hands of our youth! 
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BASE partnered with the Evansville Police Department to host three Medication Take Back Events 
this Fall. October 27 was the Annual Fall Medication Take Back Day, where over 30 lbs/ of medica-
tions were collected. The events at the Creekside Place Health Fair and St. John’s Lutheran Church 
brought in 10 additional pounds of medications.

If you were unable to attend any of these events, keep in mind that the City of Evansville Police 
Department provides you with an anonymous, easy, secure, and responsible way to properly dispose 
of drugs 24/7. They have established a permanent medication drug drop-off box for all Rock County 
Residents. Questions about dropping offmedications can be directed to the Evansville Police Depart-
ment at 608.882.2299. 

Safe storage and proper disposal of medications is very important. BASE has free resources 
available to assist you in keeping your medications safe. Contact a BASE representative for 
medication lock boxes or bags, disposal bags, or timer caps. 

of kids ages 12-17 say they have taken 
meds from their friends, relatives, or people 
they know without their knowledge.
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BASE at St. John’s Lutheran Church
On November 18, BASE partnered with the 
Evansville Police Department and St. John’s 
Lutheran Church to host a Medication Take Back 
Event and provide St. John’s members with more 
information about BASE.

The EPD collected 5 lbs of medication, Jen and 
Hannah gave a presentation about what BASE does 
in the community and even the mayor stopped out 
to say “Hi” and drop off some meds.

Courtney Bergsma and Deb Miller spoke at the Sun-
day services about their journey with BASE. Thank 
you St. John;s for a wonderful Sunday.

Pictured: Hannah Hathaway (BASE), Morgan 
Katzenmeyer (BASE/EMS), Officer Wickstrum (EPD), 
Jen Braun (BASE), Mayor Bill Hurtley, and Lt. Reese 
(EPD/BASE).

Pictured: Courtney Bergsma (BASE)
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Creekside Place Health Fair
BASE and the Evansville Police Department attended the Creekside Place Health Fair on October 
29. We enjoy opportunites like these to get out in the community and provide resources and 
information. The Health Fair was a great chance to get medication lock boxes, lock bags, disposal 
bags, and timer caps to community members in need. At this event, there were many concerned 
citizens that worried about their grandchildren taking their medications without their knowledge. 
These free resources are a great way to deter this from happening and put minds at ease. 

For more information on where you can get a free medicaiton lock box, lock bag, disposal bag, or 
timer caps, please message Building a Safer Evansville on Facebook, or e-mail Jen Braun 
(jbraun.base@gmail.com) or Hannah Hathaway (hhathaway.base@gmail.com).
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What you see: a messy room. 
What we see: Over 50 signs that the teen living in this room is engaging in risky behaviors.

“Hidden in Plain Sight” is a mock bedroom setup exhibiting not only well known drug/alcohol related 
items, but also common, everyday objects that may be used to conceal drugs, alcohol, and 
paraphernalia. Parents, teachers, guardians- whoever is attending the display- receives a list of items 
to find, like a scavenger hunt. They are then able to hold and handle these items.

BASE hosted a Hidden in Plain Sight Room at Evansville Middle School and High School 
Conferences and recieved feedback from parents and staff such as, “Very shocking- things have 
really changed,” “Very informative and eye opening!”, and “Share this with as many people as 
possible.”

If you have not had the chance to walk through a Hidden in Plain Sight room, please keep an eye on 
the Building a Safer Evansville Facebook page for future display opportunities.

Hidden in Plain Sight: What has changed since 
you were a kid?
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Disposable
E-Cigarette

rechargable
E-Cigarette

medium-sized
tank devices

large-sized
tank devices

e-cigare-pipe

One JUUL pod has 
the same amount of nicotine 

as an entire pack of 
traditional cigarettes.
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Keeping our Families Safe for the Holidays: 
Rx Drugs and Alcohol
The holidays are a great time of year for family and friends to spend quality time together. Whether 
your aunt and uncle from far away are coming to stay at your house, or you are traveling across the 
country to surprise a cousin for Christmas- it is important to remember a few things to keep those 
you care about safe and happy. While it is common to think about the dangers of illegal substances, 
sometimes other threats slip past our radars: medications and alcohol. Here are 10 Safety Tips from 
BASE to remember this holiday season:

Medication Safety and Precautions
1. Keep medications stored in a secure, locked location.

2. Dispose properly of unused, unwanted, and/or expired medications before family and friends come 
to visit.

3. If traveling, be aware of where your medications are at all times. Store in travel-sized lock boxes or 
lock bags.

4. Keep track of how many pills you have and put them back in their secure location 
immediately after use.

5. Talk to your children about the dangers of Rx drug abuse and be the example they need.

Alcohol Safety and Precautions
1. Keep alcohol stored in a private, secure, and possibly locked location.

2. Offer non-alcoholic beverages in addition to or instead of alcoholic beverages.

3. Be careful not to overserve guests, but also have a plan for a designated driver or lodging 
arrangements for guests unfit to drive home. 

4. Remember that alcohol is a complement, not the purpose.

5. Talk to your children about the dangers of alcohol abuse and be the example they need by 
celebrating responsibly.




